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Message from the Chair  
 

Dianna Padilla  

Dear members of DIZ,  

First, I would like to thank Janice Voltzow for her care and atten-

tion as chair of DIZ.  She has done a wonderful job steering DIZ.  I 

hope I can live up to the high standards she has set as division 

chair.  

We had a great meeting in Boston thanks to all of the wonderful 

talks and posters presented by members of our division.  I would 

like to especially congratulate the winners and those receiving hon-

orable mention for best student presentations and posters at the 

meeting.  Wiley -  Blackwell Press generously donated the funds for 

these student awards.  And, we were also able to make a Wenner 

Strong Inference award this year.  Congratulations to all for jobs 

well done.  

This new year is posing many challenges for biologists, espe-

cially as the financial crisis puts even greater strains on limited 

funds for research and education.  However, these challenging 

times have also presented opportunities.  One of these is an ex-

pected short - term increase in research funding through the con-

gressionally approved stimulus package.  Federal agencies are cur-

rently setting priorities for research and allocation of funding, thus 

this is an especially opportune time for scientists to take a step 

back and think about the big questions in our fields, and take an 

assessment of the current status of our science, and the directions 

we would like it to go in the next several decades.  As you know 

from reading the SICB web site and the newsletter from the Presi-

dent, the Executive Committee of SICB was given the challenge by 

NSF to begin this process, and articulate the Grand Challenges of 

Organismal Biology.  

Many different groups of biologists have been working on grand 

challenge questions.  For many, organismal biology seems to have 

fallen from the lime light as being an integral part of ñmodern biol-

ogy,ò and is considered old fashioned by some.  But, as we know, 
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organisms are the key to most other areas 

and studies of biology.  In many ways, organ-

ismal biology, including invertebrate biology, 

is seeing a renaissance.  I encourage you to 

read the documents that are posted, and think 

about the grand challenge questions for stud-

ies of invertebrates.  It is time to think big, 

and think about our science in the future.  As 

you plan topics for proposals for symposia for 

our meeting in 2011, I encourage you to ad-

dress forward - thinking grand challenge ques-

tions for invertebrate zoology.  We will make 

this a priority for the symposia we encourage 

and support.  I also encourage you to think 

about what we need as scientists and educa-

tors to address these grand challenge ques-

tions, and share your thoughts with the SICB 

Executive Committee.  

This is an exciting time for invertebrate zo-

ology.  Letôs make the most of it! 

 

Message from the 
Past - Chair  

 
Janice Voltzow  

Happy Year of Science!  

I want to thank every-

one who donated and 

participated in the auc-

tion to benefit the Lib-

bie H. Hyman Memorial 

Scholarship Fund.  The 

evening got off to a 

lively start as Trish 

Morse, whose generos-

ity helped establish the 

fund, gave a bit of background and encour-

agement to bidders.  I especially appreciate 

her lively participation and the formidable 

skills of our two crack auctioneers, Sally 

Woodin and Erika Iyengar.  The auction raised 

over $5959 for the fund.  For more informa-

tion about the fund, the scholarship, and to 

donate, please see the website at http://

sicb.org/grants/hyman/ . 

 

 
Message from the Program Officer  

 

James McClintock  

Dear SICB colleagues,  

I would like to thank everyone who at-

tended and presented papers in Boston for 

contributing to yet another fantastic SICB 

meeting!  The Boston meetings set a new all 

time record for numbers of overall partici-

pants, and DIZ was once again very well rep-

resented in both poster and oral sessions.  We Auctioneer Sally Woodin 

looks on as Trish Morse en-
courages the crowd.  

Winning bidders await patiently to donate money 

to the Hyman fund.  

http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/
http://sicb.org/grants/hyman/
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were primary sponsor for one symposium 

"The Biology of the Parasitic Crustacea" suc-

cessfully organized and directed by Jeffrey 

Shields and Christopher Boyko and co -

sponsored by The Crustacean Society, DEE, 

DIZ, DSEB and AMS.  We also co -sponsored 

with DCE and DEDB a second symposium "Cell

-Cell Signaling Drives the Evolution of Com-

plex Traits" skillfully organized and overseen 

by John Torday.  Our joint social with The 

Crustacean Society, DEE, AMS, and DSEB 

was, as always, a great party.  We also hosted 

a marvelous, well -attended and downright, 

fun, evening auction to support the Libby H. 

Hyman Memorial Student Scholarship fund.  

The auction was skillfully and enthusiastically 

organized by Janice Voltzow and came off 

flawlessly thanks to auctioneers Sally Woodin 

and Erika Iyengar and assistance from a num-

ber of DIZ members. and of course all the 

people who generously donated items for the 

auction.  The evening generated over $5000 

in revenue that will go towards the principal 

that is used to generate up to $1200 each 

year to support a worthy student to partici-

pate in a summer field course.  

The Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel proved 

an excellent venue, with all of our meeting 

rooms under the same roof and a friendly and 

helpful staff.  The only drawback of having an 

unexpected 500 additional participants at the 

meeting was it made for cozy poster sessions!  

Bravo for Seattle in 2010!  The meeting will 

be held at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel and the 

adjacent Washington State Convention and 

Trade Center.  DIZ will be sponsoring or co -

sponsoring a record five symposia.  These in-

clude the society -wide symposium "Advances 

in Antarctic Marine Biology" organized by my-

self, Amy Moran, Charles Amsler, Bill Baker 

and Art Woods; "Animal Regeneration: Inte-

grating Development, Ecology, and Evolution" 

organized by Alexa Bely and Sarah Lindsay; 

"Marine Ecosystem Engineers in a Changing 

World: Establishing Links Across Systems" or-

ganized by Sarah Berke and Linda Walters; 

"Assembling the Cnidarian Tree of Life" organ-

ized by Paulyn Cartwright and Mary -Megan 

Daly; and "Evolutionary Paths among Devel-

opmental Possibilities: A Symposium Marking 

the Contributions and Influence of Richard 

Strathmann" organized by Michael Hart and 

Bob Podolsky.  Congratulations to these or-

ganizers on both their timely topics and their 

superb proposals!  

If you have an idea for a proposal for a 

ñlate breakingò symposium for Seattle please 

contact our Society Program Office Eduardo 

Rosa-Molinar.  And believe it or not, it is not 

too early to start thinking about ideas for DIZ -

sponsored symposia for the 2011 meetings to 

be held in Salt Lake City.  Please talk with 

your colleagues and let me know if you have 

ideas for proposals.  I would be delighted to 

assist.  The deadline for both the late breaking 

(Seattle) and standard symposia (Salt Lake or 

New Orleans) is this coming August.  

Have a great spring and summer and best 

of luck with your research, your students, and 

happy and safe travels!  
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Message from the Secretary  
 

Renae Brodie  

Dear DIZ Members,  

I enjoyed seeing many of you in Boston this 

year and am very much looking forward to 

visiting Seattle, one of my favorite cities, next 

year.  

I would like to thank the nominating com-

mittee for the DIZ secretary position, Rachel 

Merz, Molly Jacobs and Ben Miner.  I encour-

age all of you to read the biographies of our 

two candidates, Erika Iyengar and Jonathan 

Allen, near the end of this newsletter.  There 

will be an electronic vote later this spring.  We 

will also vote on bylaws changes, which are 

outlined in this newsletter.  If you were unable 

to attend the DIZ business meeting, you may 

want to read the minutes for updates on NSF 

funding opportunities, the new International 

Society for Invertebrate Morphology (ISIM), 

the five DIZ -sponsored symposia for the Seat-

tle meeting and other important items.  

Finally, if you'd like to post a picture and 

paragraph describing your research on the Re-

searchers Database, please send them to me 

at rbrodie at mtholyoke.edu . 

 

 

Message from the Graduate Stu-

dent -  Postdoctoral Affairs Com-
mittee Representative  

 

Jann Vendetti  

Dear graduate students and post -docs,  

Congratulations to all who presented their 

research at SICBôs Boston meeting.  I hope 

that you enjoyed the variety of invertebrate 

zoology related symposia (e.g. the biology of 

parasitic crustacean, insect ecology), topical 

sessions (e.g. larval ecology, morphology, and 

phylogenetics), and the science education and 

celebratory events for the Year of Science.  It 

is an exciting time to be a biologist!  

Special congratulations are due to the 2009 

DIZ student award winners: Dennis Evangel-

ista (UC Berkeley) for Best Student Oral Pres-

entation and Katie Marshall (University of 

Western Ontario) for Best Student Poster 

Presentation and  the Adrian M. Wenner Strong 

Inference Award.  Nicely done!  Also, if you 

will be attending a field course on inverte-

brates in 2009, consider applying for the Lib-

bie H. Hyman Memorial scholarship (for which 

there was a lively fundraising auction at Bos-

tonôs meeting).  The award amount is $1200 

and the closing date for applications occurs in 

March every year. If you missed the deadline 

this year, please keep it in mind for next year, 

as well as the GIARôs (Grant in Aid of Re-

search) application deadline in November.  

The SICB website is a great place to keep up 

to date with these awards as well as search 

for biology - related jobs, internships, news, 

and meeting details, http://www.sicb.org . 

On behalf of the DIZ graduate students and 

postdoctoral fellows, I would like to thank Dr. 

Larry Riley (California State University, 

Fresno) for organizing the Student/Postdoc 

workshop, ñHow to Find a Postdoc & How to 

Apply for an Academic Job.ò  The goal of this 

and all Student/Postdoc workshops is to be 

mailto:rbrodie@mtholyoke.edu
http://www.sicb.org/
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informative and enriching to students, so 

please get in touch with me if you have any 

comments or suggestions.  

I wish you the best in your research and 

writing this spring and summer.  Make the 

most out of the Year of Science 

(http://www.copusproject.org/ ) and set your 

sights for Seattle 2010!  

 

Message from the Student Awards 

Committee Chair  
 

Ben Miner  

We had a great meeting in Boston this 

year, and there were many excellent student 

presentations.  Thank you to all the students 

who presented!  I would also like to thank the 

21 volunteer judges for their time and com-

mitment to the students.  This year 27 stu-

dents competed for best student paper.  And 

the winners are:  

Best oral presentation  

Winner  

Dennis Evangelista: 

ñUp, up, and away! The 

jump of the amphipod 

Apohyale pugettensis ò 

Runner up  

Jann Vendetti: ñThe fossil neogastropod ge-

nus Bruclarkia  in the Eastern Pacific: investi-

gations of its endemism and speciationò 

Best poster presentation  

Winner  

Katie Marshall: ñThe sublethal effects of 

multiple acute cold expo-

sure: lessons from Droso-

philaò 

Jann examines the Plio-
cene Purisima Formation 

in California.  

Jann looks at snails with 
her Japanese host at a 

museum in Japan.  

Jann looking for fossils in 
the paleontology collec-
tions of the National Sci-
ence Museum of Tokyo  

Jann standing in front of a 
Japanese bullet train.  

Dennis Evangelista  

Katie Marshall  Fruit fly experiment  

http://www.copusproject.org/

