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Message from the Chair
Mark Sheridan

Seattle Annual Meeting Highlights

The meeting in Seattle was excellent. The
was by Dr. Carl
Schreck , Oregon State University Coopera-
tive Fisheries Research Unit. His presenta-

Howard Bern Lecture

ti on, entitl ed

docrine system so similar and why is it so
amongst fi sh
off and helped set the tone for the entire
meeting. It provided a broad overview of acute

di ssimil ar

AHar uspi

and chronic stress, and seamlessly integrated

animal function, behavior, and fitness. The reflections about
individual, population, seasonal, and other sources of variation
challenged all of us to examine our work in that light. I might
add that the use of haruspicy to resolve the similarity and dis-
similarity of the endocrine systems of fish would truly have ap-

pealed to Howard.

2010 Howard Bern
Lecturer Carl Schrek

We also had an excellent collection of symposia as well as

oral and poster contributed presentations, which will be sum-

marized by Rosemary Knapp

The student/postdoc presentations were extremely competi-
tive, and | would like to thank everyone who submitted an en-
try to the contest. | would like to thank

, our Program Officer.

Ignacio Moore

committee of many others for judging the

student papers. | am delighted to announce
the following wi

The recipient of the
Best Oral Paper Award

Ben Gurion University of the Negrev, for his
paper i A

sexual

Aubrey Gorbman
was Ohed Rosen

nners of

shi ft i

_genic gland insulin -like Wi
gene silencing in intersex

and his
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her paper Al nvestigating
tween ghrelin and insulin on the endocrine
control of appetite in the brain of tilapia
(Oreochromis mossambicus ) . 0

darh dbe used ¢or aupport dhe Idotere is

$25,000. Howardés contributic
ence have touched all of us, and | urge eve-

ryone to make a contribution the fund.

Contributions to the Howard Bern Lecture

i Fund can be made in the following ways:
Bern Birthday and Endowment u ! wing way

On-line at https://ssl4.westserver.net/
birenheide/secure/sicb/cart/donations.php

Professor
Howard Bern
one the founders
of our field of

By sending a check to:

comparative en- SICB .

docrinology ~ and 13.13 Dolley Madison Blvd.

pioneer in the Suite 402

study of endo- McLean VA 22101

crine  disruption (be sure to write fABern Fund
(and  namesake line)

of the Bern Lec-

ture), celebrated

his 90 " birthday Grand Challenges

on January 30,

2010. A surprise DCE has |l ed the way in respo
party was held in call to identify Grand Challenges in organis-

his honor at the ma | bi ol ogy. The paper fACompart
UC Berkeley Fac- nol ogy in the 21sRobetdnturyo

Denver , Penny M. Hopkins , Stephen D.
McCormick , Catherine R. Propper , Lynn
Riddiford , Stacia A. Sower , and John C.
Wingfield is an excellent perspective on our
field and will appear in an upcoming issue of

to thank Mary Mendonca for her effort to Integrative and Comparative Biology . You

organize the e -card project. may view the paper at http://_
icb.oxfordjournals.org/content/vol49/issue4/

index.dti#GRAND_CHALLENGES

ulty Club. An e -
card signed by
some 90 DCE members was presented to
Howard at the party. He was genuinely
touched by all of the well wishes. | would like

Since its inception in 2002, the Bern Lec-
ture was supported by Elsevier. Unfortu-
nately, due to economic constraints, Elsevier
stopped making an annual contribution to
support the lecture in 2009. As a temporary

The next phase of the process will be to de-
velop an implementation strategy, which will
consist of distilling the challenge themes and

stop -gap measure, an extra levy was placed
on DCE dues. The long
the lecture was to establish the Howard Bern
Lecture Fund. The establishment of this en-
dowed fund was approved by the SICB Ex-
ecutive Committee at the Seattle meeting.
The principal amount needed before proceeds

-term plan to support

tying them to funding programs at NSF. |
would like to thank  Brian Tsukimura for
ganizing the Grand Challenge workshop at
the Seattle meeting and initiating the effort to
move us to the next phase. There will be a
series of upcoming meetings on implementa-
tion strategies, and your participation in these

or-
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sessions and your input will be crucial. Please see

Briands Message from the

cer.

Status of our division, challenges and op-
portunities

Although DCE is one of the largest divisions of
SICB (e.g., top 2 -3, depending on how you
count), total membership has declined over the
last 10 years. Certainly, the field has evolved and
become much more diverse during this time, and
there may be many reasons for this decline.

In order to assess the field and better serve the
DCE membership, the DCE officers recently de-
veloped and distributed a member survey. The
results of the survey are at

http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=4f

SX0atavuvsNCb0OfbC1PLbUEZzRIZI2WXnCgnbD7GE

M_3d.

Several points emerge from the survey: 1)
many respondents also affiliate with the divisions
of animal behavior, comparative physiology and
biochemistry, and ecology and evolution, 2) the
research of most respondents is directed at the
organismal and ecological/environmental levels,
3) attendance of the annual meeting is influenced
by the location of the meeting as well as by the
time of the meeting, symposia topics, and the
diversity/integrative nature of the program, and
4) while most respondents feel that organismal
and ecology/environmental levels are most repre-
sented in the meeting, there is interest in ex-
panding program offerings at the genomic, mo-
lecular, and systems levels.

These observations provide us with a sense of
our current strengths, and suggest where there
are opportunities to expand participation in DCE
and the SICB annual meeting. We should con-
tinue our emphasis on integration, and have pro-
gram offerings in organismal, behavioral, and
ecological/environmental endocrinology, but at

the same time we should expand program oppor-

S otunitiess atyotheP gcaleg.rTa tis e@d, Fwould like

to expand focus -type oral sessions in genomic,
molecular, and systems endocrinology, and to
integrate these scales into our other sessions as
well (see the call for papers and symposia below).

The survey also asked about the proposal by
Bob Denver to form a North American Society for
Comparative Endocrinology (NASCE). As you will
note, the results are somewhat split. While some
thought such an organization would be advanta-
geous, others were concerned about the impact
on DCE and attendance at the annual SICB meet-
ing. Funding constraints may prelude many from
attending the SICB meeting in years when a
NASCE meeting is held. DCE members interested
in continuing a dialog on the NASCE issue are en-
couraged to do so at

http://www.sicb.org/divisions/DCE/bbdce/

The decision to move forward or not with this
proposal does not rest with DCE, and your other
officers and | are focused on increasing DCE
membership and expanding DCE programming at
the annual SICB meetings. However, we need
your help. The best way to do this is to encour-
age your non -member colleagues to join SICB
and attend the annual meeting!

Call for Focused Contributed Paper Ses-
sions and Symposia

For the upcoming 2011 Salt Lake City meeting,
I would like to include focused oral sessions as |
mentioned above. If you have ideas for topics or
would like to help organize such session, please
contact me or Rosemary Knapp.

It also is time to start thinking about symposia
for the 2012 Charleston, SC meeting. Symposia
are a major attraction at the annual meeting, and
offer an opportunity to draw non -SICB members
to the meeting. The deadline is August 16, 2010.
Please contact Rosemary Knapp for more infor-
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| would like to thank our outgoing officers,
Stacia Sower (Chair) and Steve Schoech
(Program Officer), as well as Alexandra
Class (Graduate Student/Postdoc Affairs
Committee Representative) for their dedi-
cated service. | also would like to thank the

nominating committee, comprised of Steve
McCormick , Erica Crespi , and Ignacio
Moore , for coming up with our slate of Pro-

gram Officer -elect candidates.

Message from the

Officer

Program

Rosemary Knapp

| hope that everyone who attended the Se-
attle meeting enjoyed it as much as | did.
Yes, like many of you, | missed those col-
|l eagues (including a
make it due to weather  -related travel disrup-
tions. The symposia, talks, and posters were
excellent, and | returned home energized.
Please join me in thanking Steve Schoech for
his service as our Division Program Officer
the past couple of years. Steve oversaw the
scheduling in Seattle of 52 oral presenta-
tions, 47 posters, and two symposia: In-

while at the same time thought
with respect to whether we know as much as
we think we do.

r 00 mpi 39‘(“3 ably, Wi jsted %Va ud 'Gr

nology and Development in Amphioxus, Tuni-
cates and Lampreys and Integrative Migra-

tion Biology that listed DCE as their affilia-
tion.
Dr. Carl Schreckbés Howard Ber

a wonderful overview of stress endocrinology
-provoking

Congratulations to the winners of the Stu-
dent Presentation Awards: Ohed Rosen (Ben
Gurion University of the Negev) won the Au-
brey Gorbman Or al Presentation
sexual shift induced by an androgenic gland
insulin -like gene silencing in intersex cray-
fish.o Tar a Clever (Californ
Fresno) won the Poster Presentation Award
for Al nvestigating t he inter
ghrelin and insulin on the endocrine control
of appetite in the brain of tilapia
(Oreochromis mossambicus ) . 0

Many thanks to Ignacio Moore for organiz-
ing the judging of 45 student presentations,
and then overseeing the judges in absentia.
s9roup of

es: Peggy |ga chel owden Eli
Brldge, Laura Carruth, Erica Crespi, Thea Ed-
wards, Megumi Fuse, Alf Haukenes, Rose-
mary Knapp, Herman Lehman, Sean Lema,
Matthew Lovern, Deb Lutterschmidt, Sharon
Lynn, Stephen McCormick, Katie O'Reilly,
Nicole Perfito, Ned Place, Susan Renn, Steve
Schoech, Christine Strand, Karen Sweazea,
Alan Vajda, Ann Tarrant, Maren Vitousek,
Haruka Wada. Thank you all! Joe Casto has
already volunteered to be our organizer next
year. Thanks Joe!

|l &dm already |l ooking forward t
you in Salt Lake City next January. Abstract
and registration details will be emailed and
posted online this summer. I
BAI negotiated amazingly low hotel rates at
the meeting hotel, so plan to bring all your

students with you to SLC! DCE will be co -

(@)
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