
21 June, 2011 
 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator, 
 
We write on behalf of our millions of members to urge you to co-sponsor S. 973, the 
National Endowment for the Oceans Act. The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico focused the 
American public on the ecological and economic value of our ocean and coastal 
resources like never before. Now, merely a year later, as Congress looks not only at 
increased safety but increased production, we must also seize this moment to dedicate 
funding for marine conservation, restoration, monitoring, and research. 
 
Senator Whitehouse and Senator Snowe introduced the National Endowment for the 
Oceans (NEO) Act as a bi-partisan effort to ensure that present and future generations 
benefit from the ecological, economic, educational, social, cultural, spiritual, nutritional, 
and recreational resources of our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes. NEO provides for 
grants to states, regional, tribal, and federal entities, as well as non-profit organizations 
and academic institutions, using funds primarily from offshore energy activities and a 
portion of fines from violations of federal law in offshore waters. NEO grants will fund 
activities to conserve and restore ocean resources as well as to develop the baseline 
science, monitoring, and observation data to facilitate sustainable uses that will create 
jobs and support coastal economies. In addition, funding for research and planning for 
ocean and coastal effects of climate change will ensure that coastal communities and 
resources are resilient and able to adapt to changing conditions. 
 
The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico highlights why a healthy ocean matters. A healthy 
ocean regulates and sustains our climate and provides much of the food we eat, the air we 
breathe, and the ecosystem services that support healthy fisheries and provide valuable 
recreational activities. The marine waters that cover over 70% of the Earth’s surface are 
connected. Currents like the Loop Current in the Gulf of Mexico transport heat, nutrients, 
and, sadly, pollution such as that from last year’s oil spill across thousands of miles. 
Migratory species such as neo-tropical birds and Atlantic Bluefin tuna rely on marine and 
coastal habitats and connect remote areas across space and time. Shipping and marine 
transportation link marine and coastal environments across the globe. Clearly, the long-
term impacts of the BP Deepwater Horizon spill will extend beyond the geographic 
boundaries of the Gulf of Mexico, and demonstrate the need for research and observation.  
 
The Gulf of Mexico oil spill underscored the connection between healthy oceans and 
coasts and vibrant coastal communities and economies. In the Gulf of Mexico alone 
coastal and marine ecosystems support nearly 820,000 jobs and create $14.5 billion in 
wages and income impacts.  Activities to protect, restore and understand our oceans also 
promote robust coastal economies. An economic analysis by the Economic Policy 
Institute estimates that each $1 million of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries work, which 
includes restoration, generates 20.3 jobs. Baseline science and monitoring activities can 



facilitate development of sustainable ocean uses like renewable offshore energy that 
create jobs and lessen our dependence on foreign oil. 
 
Given the ecological and economic importance of marine and coastal ecosystems, we 
should invest more in monitoring, researching, protecting, and restoring the health of 
these systems; promoting their resilience so that they can better recover when disasters 
happen, whether man-made or natural. Offshore oil and gas activities generate 
considerable revenue. The National Endowment for the Oceans Act would ensure that 
some of the revenue that comes from the extraction and use of ocean resources is 
invested back into our oceans in such a way that does not incentivize new drilling.   
 
Just as the Land and Water Conservation Fund is a critical means of protecting the 
terrestrial environment we also need dedicated funding for our oceans and coasts. 
A commitment to healthy oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes should be part of the response 
to the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. We urge you to co-sponsor the National Endowment for 
the Ocean Act and pass it this fall as part of the Senate legislation in response to the oil 
spill. 
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